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The FOURTEEN SIVA-SUTRAS
REVEALED o PANINI as the FOUNDATION
of SANSKRIT GRAMMAR



LORD SIVA WITH DEVI, NANDI AND HIS RETINUE

The Fourteen Siva-Satras emerged from Siva’s damaru drum and were heard by Panini.

Ancient Himalayan relief of Lord Siva and retinue @ Himalayan Are Resources

ELERIRCEE
The FOURTEEN SIVA-SUTRAS

REVEALED 0 PANINI as cthe FOUNDATION
of SANSKRIT GRAMMAR

| TATEGTE FEUS A1 Tah AqI=Fa1H |
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nrttavasine natarjarijo nanada dhakkam navapancavaram

Upon completing his Tandava dance, Siva Natarija, the king of the

kings of dancers, played his Damaru drum fourteen times

IEGHFM: FARIGTE TAEHE RITgaSa ||
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uddhartukamah sanakadisiddhan etadvimarse Sivasatrajalam

With a desire to uplift all the Siddhas such as the Youthful Kumaras
Sanaka and so forth. This is the web of the Siva-Sitras that I shall
elucidate.

The young Panini, a low-performing student at Taksasila University, underwent a
visionary experience of Siva dancing. He experienced a sudden increase in intelligence
or buddpi as a result. Based on the fourteen Satras that emanated as sounds from Siva’s
drum, he composed the 3959 rules of Sanskrit grammar. His immortal work has eight
chapters or asta adbyayah, and is thus known as the Aszadbyayi. His schoolmate Vararu-
ci Katyiyana, who earlier used to make fun of Panini for his mediocre intelligence, later
wrote some important remarks on Panini’s Sanskrit grammar. These additional remarks
are known as the Vartikas of Vararuci Katyayana.
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These are the Satras that emerged from Mahesvara, the Great Lord.
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DI
HOW they ARE USED

1 The first purpose of the Satras is to provide a simple and powerful

entry point to learning Sanskrit grammar.

> The second and primary purpose is to make possible the creation of

cryptic abbreviations known as Sarhjfias. At the end of each Satra,
there is a ‘marker’ called the ‘it-marker’. By applying this marker, entire

groups of vowels and consonants can be grouped together.

FIRsT EXAMPLE

The first Satra ends with the marker n. The preceding vowels a, i and
u can be collectively designated through the simple abbreviation an,
which represents the group of vowels from a up to the marker n. The

technical term an thus means ‘the vowels a, i and u’.

SECOND EXAMPLE

The second Satra ends with the ‘marker’ k. The preceding vowels i, u,
rand | can be collectively designated through the simple abbreviation
ik, which represents the group of vowels from i up to the marker k. The

technical term ik thus means ‘the vowels r and I.
THIRD EXAMPLE

Using the marker at the end of the second Sitra, the five vowels a, 1, u, r

and ] are collectively designated through the simple abbreviation ak.
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PRAYER o
GODDESS SARASVATI o
INCREASE our INTELLIGENCE

GODDESS SARASVATI, THE SANSKRIT LANGUAGE PERSONIFIED

Ancient Painting of the Goddess in the Roshan Sabavala Collection, Mumbai, India @ Himalayan Art Resources



PRAYER ro GODDESS SARASVATI
ro INCREASE our INTELLIGENCE

%0 AHE] RS 3 FIRHRYLETT |
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orh namaste $arade devi kasmira-pura-vasini

tvam aharh prarthaye nityam vidya-danarh ca dehi me

Om Obeisance to you, O Goddess Sarada,
You who are like the Full-Moon in Autumn,
You who dwell in the Region of Ka$mir!

I ever beseech you:

Grant me the gift of knowledge!
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