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THE SILENT TEACHER OF ABSOLUTE CONSCIOUSNESS
The commentator Saﬁkaricérya is closely connected with Daksinamarti.

Daksinamarti at Vadavayil Srikoil, ca. 9th century @ Archaeological Survey of India




SAPTASUTRI
The FIRST SEVEN BRAHMA-SUTRAS

What is Absolute Consciousness?

After the preliminary sidhanas to commence the path of liberation

through awareness have been accomplished:

AT AT |
athato brahma-jijiiasa ||
Hereafter now [arises] the wish to know Brahman [absolute

consciousness].
What is Brahman, absolute consciousness?

ST I |
janmady asya yatah ||

It is that from which this [multiplicity of relative, transient
experiences] takes birth [, wherein it abides and into which it

ultimately subsides.]
How can one be certain of this?

AT |l

§astrayonitvat ||

Since [Brahman] is the source of the [Upanisadic] scriptures



[revealing the path of liberation through awareness — the
Upanisads having issued forth from Brahman like its own

breath.]

The Upanisads seem to have many different topics. Do they really

teach absolute consciousness?

d @H—A1d |

tattu samanvayat ||

That [absolute consciousness] is, however, [realised] when [the
various Upanisadic instructions are] properly reconciled [, so that
one can contemplate and meditate upon them, and accomplish
sarva-klesa-prahina, the complete cessation of the klesas or
afflictive emotions, by understanding one’s own true nature to be

nondual and empty of rejecting and accepting anything.]

How can Brahman, absolute consciousness, be the source of the
world? Is not inert nature the source of the world? The various
elements appear to proceed from nature, subsist through nature and
dissolve into nature. How can we understand consciousness to be the

ultimate source?

Seraareed ||
iksater nasabdam ||

[It is] not [the Upanisadic] teaching [that material nature is the
ultimate source. The ultimate source is absolute consciousness.

This is so] because [in the teaching about the moment of



creation, the master of the Chandogya-Upanisad uses the

word] ‘contemplating’ [ tad aiksata bahu syarh prajayeyeti tat
tejo’srjata, “It contemplated, ‘May I become many, may I born.” It
brought forth light.” Contemplation is a quality of consciousness,
not of an inert occurrence in nature. Inert material particles do

not contemplate, will or intend.]

Could it be that this Upanisadic teaching used the word
‘contemplating’ merely in a secondary, metaphorical sense? For

example: “Nature contemplated: May I become many?”

MuEaHREed ||

gaunas cen natmasabdat ||

If [one interprets the Upanisad as using] a secondary
[metaphorical sense, that would] not [be the right
understanding,] since the word ‘Atman’ is [used to describe
the ultimate source — and Atman is synonymous with absolute

consciousness.]

qfese HigaeEnd ||

tannisthasya moksopadesat ||

[Moreover, the Upanisads] teach that one who is settled in that
[ultimate source attains] liberation [ so how could the ultimate
source be inert, material nature? The ultimate source is absolute

consciousness.]



SRI-ADI-SANKARACARYA WITH DISCIPLES
The nondual master wrote the most important commentary on the Brahmasitras.

Artwork from ca. 1900 by Raja Ravi Varma @ Columbia University



PRAYER 1o GODDESS SARASVATI o
INCREASE our INTELLIGENCE



GODDESS SARASVATI, THE SANSKRIT LANGUAGE PERSONIFIED

Ancient Nepali Painting of Goddess Sarasvati © Himalayan Art Resounrces




PRAYER 0o GODDESS SARASVATI ¢o
INCREASE our INTELLIGENCE

Fo AT TRE 3T FIFHRGLATHT |
e W o R = 3 A ||

orh namaste $arade devi kasmira-pura-vasini |

tvam aharh prarthaye nityam vidya-danarh ca dehi me ||

Om Obeisance to you, O Goddess Sarada,

You who are like the Full-Moon in Autumn,

You who dwell in the Region of Ka$mir!

I ever beseech you: Grant me the gift of knowledge!






